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Those who received them probably read them but were
quick to destroy them so as to avoid suspicion of being
distributors. But they circulated freely outside Jugo-
slavia and were read by the emigrants, who were much
in the dark as to what was happening in their country.
It was easy to convince factory workers in Belgium or
ranchers in South America that Alexander had caused
the murder of Raditch and that the Serbs were shooting
down Croats like rabbits. And it was not difficult to
persuade some of them that an army of Croat patriots
was forming on Italian soil. They wrote enthusiastic
letters to Pavelitch from the most outlandish places.
A few sold all that they had and repaired to Italy or
Hungary to take part in the glorious work. "Say
you have an army and you will get an army."

Pavelitch soon had enough men in uniform to parade
and make a show. He had himself and the first recruits
photographed for propaganda purposes. That was very
convincing and caused a glow of pride in the hearts of
some ignorant emigrants. The men in uniform looked
to be genuine soldiers, part of the great new Croat
army of national independence. The Fascists, in their
bureaux in Rome, also liked those photographs. They
were deceptively convincing. It did appear that the
Duce of the Croats was doing something.

In 1931 Pavelitch sent Branimir Jelitch to the Argen-
tine, Brazil and Uruguay, with ample financial credit
and cases of printed propaganda. His mission was not
to convince these distant republics of the tightness of
the Croat cause, but to obtain recruits for the training
camps. In South America the gathering of supporters
for revolutions was nothing new, though Jugoslavia
must have seemed a far cry. Jelitch lived in style. The
men he took over were offered wages from the moment
they signed on. That was a feature of the Ustasha
brigade. Everyone was paid. Some of the richer
volunteers were squeamish about accepting pay, but they
were exceptional.